
Karnataka Science and Technology Academy (KSTA) 

Department of Science and Technology, Govt. of Karnataka 

 

National Conference on 

“Ecotourism: Harnessing Travel to  Discover Nature, Promote 
Conservation, And Support Sustainable Development” 

 
Inauguration of the Conference 

Date: 19 February 2025 (Wednesday) Time: 10:30 AM 
 

 
• Inauguration :  Shri N S Boseraju,  

Hon’ble Minister of Minor Irrigation  
and S&T, Govt. of Karnataka 

 

• Chief Guest :  Shri H K Patil,  
Hon’ble Minister for Law, Justice, HR,  
Parliamentary Affairs, Legislation & Tourism  
Government of Karnataka 

• Guests of  
Honor  : Prof. S Ayyappan,  
   Chairman, NABL/ Former DG,  
                          ICAR/Secretary, DARE, GoI 
    Padma Shri Awardee 
  

    Dr. Rajendra K .V, IAS  
   Managing Director, KSTDC Ltd., Bengaluru 
                                    

                                   Dr. George Lekha 
   Principal, Mount Carmel College, Bengaluru 
                                

Technical Sessions (Tentative)  
 

Day 1: 19 February 2025 (Wednesday) 
 

Time Resource Expert Topic Chairs 

12:45 
PM - 
01:30 
PM 

   Karnataka Ecotourism, Bengaluru Karnataka: 
One State, 
Many  
Eco-Worlds  

Chair:  
Prof. A. H. Rajasaab 
Former Vice Chancellor 
Tumkur University  

Lunch Break: 01:30 PM - 02:30 PM 

02:30 
PM - 
03:15 
PM 

Dr. Chandrashekhar Biradar 
CMD, Global Green Growth CoPs 
(GGGC) 
UHS Campus 
Bengaluru 

Exploring the 
Wonders of 
Restoration 
Ecotourism: 
Adventure in 
Conservation 
and Nature’s 
Revival 

Chair:  
Dr H S Nagaraja 
Chief Mentor 
Prayoga Institute of 
Education Research 
Bengaluru 



Tea/Coffee Break: 03:15 PM – 03:30 PM 

03:30 
PM - 
04:15 
PM 

Mr. Sumesh Mangalassery 
Founder and CEO 
Suyatri Community Tourism & 
Services & 
Founder Managing Director  
Kabani Community Tourism & 
Services 
Bengaluru 

Community-
Led 
Ecotourism: 
Empowering 
Local 
Populations for 
Sustainable 
Development 

Chair:  
Dr. Lakshmikanth H. 
M.  
Member, SEIAA, MoEF, 
GoI, Bengaluru  

04:15 
PM - 
05:00 
PM 

Dr. T V Ramachandra  
Chief Scientific Officer, Energy & 
Wetlands Research Group, IISc, 
Bengaluru 

The Role of 
Ecotourism in 
Biodiversity 
Conservation: 
Success 
Stories and 
Challenges  

Chair:   

Cultural Program: 6:30 PM – 8:00 PM 

Dinner: 8:00 PM onwards 

Day 2: 20 February 2025 (Thursday) 

10:30 
AM - 
11:15 
AM 

Dr. Suja Mol John 
Professor, School of Business and 
Management, Christ University 
Bengaluru 

Celebrating 
Nature and 
Culture: Fairs 
and Festivals 
of India for 
Ecotourism 

Chair:  
Dr. Suresh, G. J. 
Associate Professor,  
Post-Harvest 
Technology, College of 
Horticulture, Bengaluru 

11:15 
AM - 
12:00 
Noon 

Dr. U.M. Chandrashekara 
Chief Scientist (Retired), Deputy 
Project Director 
NMPB-Regional Cum Facilitation 
Centre (Southern Region),  
Kerala Forest Research Institute, 
Peechi, Thrissur Kerala 

Green Space 
Development 
for 
Sustainability 
of Ecotourism 

Chair:  
Dr. Sreekanteswara 
Swamy, S. G.  
Former Executive 
Secretary, KSCST, 
Bengaluru 

Tea/Break: 12:00 Noon - 12:15 PM 

12:15 
PM - 
01:00 
PM 

Shri Ramakrishna Marati 
Scientific Officer, Botanical Section 
Pilikula Development Authority 
Mangalore   

Pilikula – An 
Example of An 
Eco-Tourism 
Project with a 
Difference 

Chair:  
Dr. N Gangadhar  
Associate Professor 
CoH, Bengaluru 

Lunch Break: 1:00 PM – 2:00 PM 

02:00 
PM - 
02:45 
PM 

Dr N L Rajesh 
Director 
Karnataka State Remote Sensing 
Center 
Bengaluru   

Geospatial 
Technology for 
Site Suitability 
for Ecotourism 
Development 

Chair:  
Dr. Chandrakanth 
Lingadhal  
Associate Professor & 
Head, FRIC (Marine), 
KVAFSU, Ankola  

 

02:45 
PM – 
03:30 
PM 

Dr. Sampad Kumar Swain  
Professor & Chairman 
Department of Tourism 
Pondicherry University 
Pondicherry   

Sustainable 
Travel 
Trends: 
Understanding 
the 
Demand for 
Eco- 

Chair:  
Dr Biju Dharmapalan 
Dean – Academic Affairs 
Garden City University 
Bengaluru 



Conscious 
Tourism 

Tea/Coffee Break: 03:30 PM – 03:45 PM 

03:45 
PM –  
04:30 
PM 

Shri M N Jayakumar, IFS 

Former PCCF, Government of 
Karnataka 

Nature’s Story 
Through the 
Lens: 
Preserving 
Wildlife for 
Future 
Generations 

Chair:  
Shri K.V. Prakash  
Founder & Managing 
Director  
Vashkleen Laundry 
Services Pvt. Ltd., 
Bengaluru  

04:30 
PM – 
05:15 
PM 

Dr Shekar Naik 
Coordinator MBA(TTM) 

Dept of Tourism and Travel 

Management 

Mangalore University  

Sustainable 
Shores: 
Harnessing 
Ecotourism for 
Coastal 
Conservation 

Chair:  
Dr Nirmala 
Dean (Academics) 
Jyothi Nivas College 
Bengaluru 

Day 3: 21 February, 2025 (Friday) 

10:30 
AM - 
11:15 
AM 

Shri Nilkanta Guha 
EDC Creative Technology 
Solutions (P) Ltd.  
Bengaluru 

Future of 
Ecotourism 

Chair:  
Dr. Vijaykumar, S  
Associate Professor & 
Head FRIC (Inland), 
KVAFSU, Bhutanal 
Vijayapura  

Tea/Coffee Break: 11:15 AM – 11:30 AM 

11:30 
AM - 
12:15 
PM 

Dr Sejana Jose V 
HOD & Assistant professor 
Department of Travel & Tourism 
Mount Carmel College  
Bengaluru  

Green 
Transportation: 
Building a 
Greener 
Tomorrow 

Chair:  
Shri N. Vinay Kumar  
Founder & Managing 
Director  
Adachi Svipegreen Pvt., 
Ltd., Bengaluru  

12:15 
PM – 
01:00 
PM 

Dr. Bindi Varghese, Associate 
Professor, Christ (Deemed to be 
University) 
Bengaluru 

Eco-Tourism 
and Leisure 
Management 

Chair:  
Dr. N S Kaviyarasi,  
Associate Professor, 
Dept. of Chemistry, 
Mount Carmel College 
Autonomous, Bengaluru  

Lunch Break: 01:00 PM - 02:00 PM  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
02:00 
PM - 
03:30 
PM 

Mr. Mohamed Farouk 
Director, India Tourism, Bengaluru 

Chair 
 
 

Co-Chair 

 
Panel Discussion on 

“Future of 
Ecotourism” 

Assistant Conservator of Forests, 
General Manager, Karnataka 
Ecotourism, Bengaluru 

Dr Prabhakar Sangurmath 
Former Executive Director 

Hutti Gold Mines Ltd.  

Bengaluru 

Dr K S Sreepad  
Senior Professor 

Department of Applied Zoology, 

Mangalore University, Mangalore 

 



 

Dr. Anila Thomas  
Associate Professor & 
Head, Dept. of Tourism 
& Travel Management 
Jyoti Nivas College 
Autonomous,Bengaluru  

Dr Helen Roselene 
Associate Professor & 
Head, Dept. of 
Environmental Science 
Mount Carmel College 
Bengaluru  

Dr B S Harish 
Assistant Professor 
College of Horticulture 
Bengaluru 

Shri Dhruv M Patil  
President Society for Protection of 
Plants and Animals, Vijayapura 

 
 

Valedictory & Prize Distribution Function: 03.30 PM – 05.00 PM 
 

Chief Guest 

Dr. G S K Swamy 
Dean, Horticulture College, Bengaluru 

 
Guest of Honour 

Dr. S. L. Jagadeesh  
Professor & ADRE, Horticulture Research Station 

UHSB, Bengaluru 
 

Presiding Over 
Dr. A. M. Ramesh 

CEO, KSTA  

High Tea & Closure 

 

 


