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ABOUT KSTA
Karnataka Science and Technology Academy (KSTA), an autonomous 

organization under the Department of Science and Technology, Govt. of 

Karnataka was established in the year 2005 under the Chairmanship of 

Padma Vibhushan Awardee Prof. U. R. Rao, Former Chairman, 

ISRO/Secretary, DOS, Govt. of India with an objective of fostering 

STEAM (Science, Technology, Agriculture, Engineering and 

Mathematics) education at different levels in an educational pyramid as 

well as to popularize science among the general public in the State. 

KSTA was conferred the prestigious “National Award for Outstanding 

Efforts in Science and Technology Communication in the year 2022”, by 

the National Council for Science and Technology Communication 

(NCSTC), Department of Science and Technology, Government of 

India.

Presents Conference on : 

“Ecotourism: Harnessing Travel to Discover Nature, Promote Conservation, 
and Support Sustainable Development”

in association with

Vasanthnagar, Bengaluru

(Wednesday - Friday)

(Tuesday)

 Paper Presentation

 Date: 18 February 2025 

 Venue: 
KSTA Auditorium

 Date: 19-21 February 2025

Program Background: As the world grapples with environmental challenges such as climate 
change, bio diversity loss, and unsustainable resource use, eco tourism has emerged as a 
powerful tool for protecting the planet and empowering local communities. Defined as 
responsible travel to natural areas that conserves the environment and improves the well-
being of local people, eco tourism offers a unique opportunity to combine exploration with a 
commitment to sustainability. 

The global ecotourism market has seen significant growth in recent years. According to the 
Global Ecotourism Market Report, the global ecotourism market was valued at approximately 
$181 billion in 2022 and is expected to grow at a compound annual growth rate (CAGR) of 
20.1% from 2023 to 2030. This rapid expansion is driven by increasing consumer demand for 
authentic travel experiences that prioritize environmental conservation and cultural 
preservation. In fact, a 2019 study by the World Tourism Organization (UNWTO) found 
that almost 40% of travelers considered sustainability and environmental protection as key 
factors when choosing a destination.

Ecotourism plays a crucial role in promoting conservation. By incentivizing the protection of 
natural areas and wildlife through revenue from sustainable travel, ecotourism helps preserve 
ecosystems that might otherwise face exploitation. For instance, in Costa Rica, ecotourism 
generates more than $4 billion annually and supports efforts to conserve its rich biodiversity, 
which includes nearly 5% of the world's species despite the country covering only 0.03% of 
the Earth's surface.  In this context, "Ecotourism: Harnessing Travel to Discover Nature, 
Promote Conservation, and Support Sustainable Development" explores how 
ecotourism can balance economic benefits with environmental and social responsibility.

SPONSORS
Join us at the forefront of ecotourism innovation, where we bring 
together researchers, practitioners, policymakers, industry experts, and 
startups to explore and present advancements in sustainable travel and 
nature-based tourism. The event offers a unique platform to showcase 
breakthroughs and innovations that promote environmental 
stewardship and community engagement.For more information, please 
visit the KSTA website (www.kstacademy.in).

EXHIBITION
Silver: ₹25,000
Gold: ₹50,000
Diamond: ₹75,000
Platinum: ₹1,00,000
Associate Partner: ₹1,00,000+
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Secretary to Government
Dept. of Electronics, Information Technology 
Biotechnology and Science and Technology
Government of Karnataka

Shri Sadashiva Prabhu B., IAS

Managing Director
Karnataka Science and Technology Promotion Society (KSTePS)
Government of Karnataka

Prof. S. Ayyappan
Chairman, NABL & Former DG, ICAR & Secretary, DARE
Government of India

Dr. H. Honne Gowda 
CEO, Multiplex Drone Pvt. Ltd., & Former Special Secretary, DST 
Government of Karnataka

Dr. B. E. Rangaswamy
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Sr. M. Albina
Director, Mount Carmel College, Bengaluru

Dr. George Lekha
Principal, Mount Carmel College, Bengaluru 
Dr. Ambekar Eknath
Former Director General, NACA, Thailand

Dr. Udaya Shankar Puranik
Director-AI and Cyber Security, MGI, USA

Dr. A. M. Ramesh
Chief Executive Officer, KSTA

Dr. Anand R.
Senior Scientific Officer, KSTA

Shri V. K. Srinivasu
Scientific Officer, KSTA

Shri Umesh Ghatage
Scientific Officer, KSTA

Shri Mahadevegowda
Administrative Officer, KSTA

Convener

Co-Conveners

Oral Presentations for Young Scientists and Researchers
Who Can Present? Young scientists, research scholars, and faculty under 45 years of age
Why Participate? Showcase your research, network with experts, and contribute to vital discussions ecotourism and sustainable development

Patrons

Organising Committee
Dr. S. G. Sreekanteswara Swamy
Former Executive Secretary
Karnataka State Council for Science and Technology
Bengaluru

Dr. Chandrakanth Lingadhal
Associate Prof. and Head, Fisheries Research 
and Information, Centre (Marine), Ankola

Dr. S. Vijayakumar 
Associate Prof. and Head 
Fisheries Research and Information 
Centre (Inland), Vijayapura

Dr. M. E. Vijayakumar 
Technical Officer
Regional Centre, ICAR-CIFRI, Bengaluru

Dr. N. Manjappa  
Associate Prof. and Head
Fisheries Research and Information
Centre (Inland), Hesaraghatta, Bengaluru 

Conference Topics:

l

l 

l Community - Led Ecotourism

l The Economics of Ecotourism

l Ecotourism and Climate Change

l Sustainable Travel Trends

l Geospatial Technology for Site Suitability

l Celebrating Nature and Culture

l Discovering Karnataka's Coastal Paradise

l Sustainable Tourism and Green Transportation

l Role of Ecotourism in Promoting Environmental Education and Awareness

l Policy and Regulation in Ecotourism

l Future of Ecotourism

l Innovations for Sustainable Travel and Environmental Protection

l Ecotourism as a Tool for Cultural Preservation

 The Role of Ecotourism in Biodiversity Conservation            

One State, Many Eco-Worlds - Karnataka

REGISTRATION 

https://forms.gle/RgSQ1iMK9tTGtF2T7

kstaoutreachprograms@gmail.com

www.kstacademy.in
KSTA CSR Registration No.CSR00061723

KSTA is Registered under section 80G of IT Act

a

a

Expected Outcomes: 
l 

Tackle biodiversity loss, environmental degradation, and unsustainable
   development.
l Ecotourism as a sustainable economic model benefiting both ecosystems and local 
    communities.

l Incentivize Sustainability:
l Promote ecotourism as a driver for responsible travel choices and industry practices.
l Encourage eco-conscious travel with the support of technological advancements.

l Policy Frameworks: 
    l Advocate for robust regulations to ensure sustainable tourism practices.

Address Global Challenges: 
l

PRIZE : 
 

By 12th February 2025 (Wednesday)

UG & PG Students: ₹ /- (without accommodation)  

                                ₹ 300/- Per Day/ Per Head

Research Scholars and KSTA Associates: ₹500/- (without accommodation) 

                                                                   ₹ 300 

Faculty : ₹ 500/- (without accommodation) 

               

250

Per Day/ Per Head

₹ 300 Per Day/ Per Head

Dr. N S Kaviyarasi
Associate Professor
Department of Chemistry
Mount Carmel College, Bengaluru

Dr. Sejana Jose V
Assistant Professor & Head 
Department of Travel & Tourism

Dr. Gangadhar N
Associate Professor
College of Horticulture
Bengaluru

Dr. B S Harish
Assistant Professor
College of Horticulture
Bengaluru

*Limited accommodation on a first come, first served basis

Registration*
Abstract Submission Deadline

12th February 2025
Submit an abstract of 150-200 words with a clear title, 
outlining the research question, methods, results, and 

implications. Include five keywords, emphasizing 
originality and contribution. Proofread meticulously 
and strictly adhere to the submission instructions.

Oral Presentation Competition for:

Young Scientists, Research Scholars, and Faculty under 45 years

Date: 18th February 2025 (Tuesday) at 11:00 AM
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For More Information Contact:
Dr. A. M. Ramesh

Major Sandeep Unnikrishnan Road, Doddabettahalli Layout, Vidyaranyapura Post, Bengaluru-560097

Karnataka Science And Technology Academy (KSTA)
Dept. of Science and Technology, Govt. of Karnataka 

Chief Executive Officer

RSVP : 9845258894 / 9620767819 / 9686449019 

Oral Presentation Competition for:

Young Scientists, Research Scholars, and Faculty under 45 years

Date: 18th February 2025 (Tuesday) at 11:00 AM

1. 7,500/- ; 2. - 5,000/- ; 3.  3,500/- 
    Consolation Prize 2,500/-

₹ ₹ ₹
₹

“(Separate Prizes for UG & PG Category and Research Scholars & Teaching Faculty Category)"
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